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criticism here would be that in a number of cases the interpretation of the 
picture depends upon a more mature understanding of its symbolism than the 
immature reader would possess. Animated maps are repeatedly used in a 
very effective manner. 

The book is an excellent piece of work and should prove to be widely use- 
ful in the intermediate grades and the junior high school. In a number of 
respects it is a truly outstanding piece of work. 



Language work growing out of a study of children's practices. — Beginning the 
preparation of language textbooks with a useful examination of the actual 
practices of children who are to use the books is somewhat unique in textbook- 
making. This commendable effort has been made by the authors of a series 
of two books 1 recently issued by the World Book Company. 

The authors, having examined thoroughly the scientific investigations of 

recent years which record prevalent language errors and spelling weaknesses, 

have based their drill lessons upon the findings. In addition, as the title 

indicates, the authors stress pupil activity; they teach functional grammar 

only; they teach both oral and written expression as a manifestation of the 

pupil's own thinking. Best of all, the authors constantly stress the social 

significance of language, seeking to teach in such a way that " the relation to 

good citizenship will become thoroughly established in the upper grades" 

(p. iv). Withal, the series furnishes for Grades III to VIII inclusive a 

thoroughly sound, progressive, and elastic course of study in English. In 

illustration, general appearance, and press work, the series is wholly 

commendable. 

R. L. Lyman 

Elementary treatment of electricity. — General science instructors who need 
a simple and practical supplementary text on the subject of electricity will 
find a recent book 1 by Mr. Willoughby worth careful examination. 

The book presents in simple, non-technical language the elements of 
electrical theory, together with a description of the use of electricity in the 
many practical situations of life. It is written for the intermediate and junior 
high school grades with the aim of giving only those principles which are of 
practical value. It provides questions and exercises for class discussion and 
also suggestions for experiments. The clear explanation of many common 
electrical devices and the excellent illustrations make a very interesting and 
useful supplementary manual. It meets a need which the general texts in 
physics or elementary science fail to supply. 

1 Julia Helen Wohlfarth, Self-Help EngUsh Lessons, First Book. Pp. xiii-f- 
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Second Book. Pp. xiv+338. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book Co., 
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